Phospholipase A2 (PLA2) is a lipolytic enzyme that hydrolyses phospholipids -for example, phosphatidylcholine, phosphatidylethanolamine, and phosphatidylinositol -into corresponding lysocompounds. PLA2 is the rate limiting enzyme in the early steps of eicosanoid synthesis, and therefore is considered to play a key part in the production of inflammatory mediators. The enzyme is widely distributed in various tissues and cells; in fact, it is said that PLA2 has been found in every tissue studied. Rich sources for the isolation of PLA2 are pancreatic tissue and juice, and snake and bee venoms. ' 2 Pancreatic and venom PLA2s have been divided into two groups on the basis of the amino acid sequences of the enzyme proteins.3 Group I PLA2s contain a cysteine at position 11 
